
Inclusion of children with a disability in the European Schools 

 

On 28th and 30th November, the European Parliament proposed to EU staff 

based in Luxembourg and in Brussels two conferences, to discuss about the 

inclusion of children with a disability in the European Schools. 

Mr Andreas Beckmann, Deputy Secretary-General of the European Schools, 

opened the conference with the discussion on the compliance of the Education 

policies of the European Schools with the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPWD). 

In particular, Article 24 of the UN Convention provides and proclaims the right 

of persons with a disability to inclusive education, to ensure that persons with 

disabilities are not excluded from the general education system, based on 

disability, and can access an inclusive, quality and free primary and secondary 

education, on an equal basis with others, while receiving individualised 

reasonable accommodation and the support required. 

In October 2015, the UN CRPD Committee addressed a number of 

recommendations to the European Schools, to implement the inclusive 

education of the School, ensuring that all students with disabilities receive the 

reasonable accommodation needed to enjoy their right to inclusive quality 

education in European schools. It also recommended that European Schools 

implement a non-rejection policy on the grounds of disability and ensure 

inclusive and quality education for all students with disabilities.” 

Actually, the European Schools have established an educational support policy 

that has been revised in 2013. This policy is based on Article 4.7 of the 

Convention of the European Schools where it is stated “measures shall be 

taken to facilitate the reception of children with special educational needs”.  

‘In order to progress and identify potential areas for further development of the 

inclusion policies -said Mr Beckmann -it was decided in the Educational Support 

Working Group of the Office of the Secretary-General of the European Schools 

to ‘mandate’ a Sub-Working Group ‘UN Convention’, dealing with the question 

of inclusive education in the European Schools. In this Sub-Working Group there 

is also a representative of the parents of the students of the European Schools. 

In the near future -continued Mr Beckmann- the Sub Working Group will 

submit a final report to the Board of Governors of the European Schools with 



the state of play on inclusion and some proposals to improve the inclusion 

policy of the Schools, waiting for a formal mandate to go deep in some areas. 

Some crucial issues have already been raised during the debates in the 

Conferences: 

 The necessity of a clear and transparent non-rejection policy of the 

European Schools. So far, no statistics are available on the number of 

pupils rejected from each School at the enrolment. 

 The development of a different certification at S5, alternative to the 

BAC, which should be recognised by Member States. 

 Introducing some flexibility in curriculum (dispensatory measures on top 

of compensatory measures – special arrangements already in place). 

 The importance of a strict cooperation and communication between the 

European Schools, at local level, and the National Schools of the hosting 

country. As suggested during the debate, this is the way to better 

identify what is in the best interest of the child and to build bridges to 

guide pupils from the European Schools to the schools of the hosting 

country, to facilitate the transition when the career in the European 

Schools is no more sustainable. 

In conclusion, the inclusion policy of the European Schools is receiving a strong 

push from the mentioned UN Convention (UNCRPD), binding for the EU 

Institutions, and from The European Parliament, which has adopted on 30th 

November a resolution - P8_TA-PROV(2017)0474 Implementation of the 

European Disability Strategy - which calls on the European Schools, nurseries 

and after-school centres to provide quality inclusive and UNCRPD-compliant 

education to all children of EU staff, including those with complex or high-level 

support needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


