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Dear Ms Stoate, 

 

I would like thank you for your letter of 30 January 2019. 

In this letter, you address the potential consequences of a BREXIT with and without ‘a deal’. 

I fully agree with you on the importance of the Withdrawal Agreement and its Article 125 and with your 
statement that the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement remains our main goal. 

However, our interpretation of the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools in case of a ‘no 
deal’ BREXIT (the “Convention”) deviates from the interpretation provided in your letter. 

Indeed, the position of the European Schools decision-making bodies and in particular the Board of 
Governors, as expressed in the Reports of the BREXIT Working Group, has been that the United Kingdom 
is bound by the Convention until 31 August 2020 in case of a ‘no deal’ BREXIT. 

However, despite this differing interpretation of the Convention, I note and appreciate that we share the 
same objective of acting in the interest of the European Schools, our staff and family members, our pupils 
and parents.  

I therefore welcome the UK Delegation’s intention to continue the secondment of staff members until 31 
August 2020 and the supply of two national inspectors until this date. 

Also during this period, I welcome the United Kingdom’s intention to continue to honor its duties as set out 
in the Convention of the European Schools and its implementing rules.    

I intend to inform the seconded staff members concerned about our shared objective, as confirmed in both 
your letter and our reply, in order to provide these colleagues and their families with the necessary 
reassurance that they can stay as seconded staff members in our schools in the case of no deal BREXIT 
until 31 August 2020. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 

Giancarlo MARCHEGGIANO  
Secretary-General 

 
Cc: Heads of Delegation 
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